IMPORTANT OMISSION
Thus when the question of British withdrawal from India
was considered, I pointed out that if the armed forces were
suddenly withdrawn, the Japanese might well advance and
invade the country without hindrance. This obvious difficulty
was removed when Gandhiji later explained that British and
other armed forces might remain to prevent aggression.
In regard to the statement that Gandhiji expected an Axis
victory, an important qualification has been omitted. What he**
has repeatedly said and what I have referred to is his belief
that unless Britain changes her whole policy in regard to India
and her colonial possessions, she is heading for disaster. He has
further stated that if a suitable change in this policy was made
and the war really became one for freedom for all peoples, then
victory would assuredly come to the United Nations.
MAHATMA'S WAY
The references to negotiations with Japan are also incorrect
and entirely torn from their context. Gandhiji always sends
notice to his adversary before coming into conflict. He woulcfc
thus have called upon Japan not only to keep away from India,
but to withdraw from China, etc. In any event he was deter-
mined to resist every aggressor in India and he advised our
people to do so even to the point of death. They were never to
submit.
It is absurd to say that any of us envisaged any arrange-
ments with Japan giving her right of passage, etc. What I said
was that Japan would want this, but we could never agree. Our
whole policy has all along been based on uttermost resistance to,
aggression.
A. P.
(Bombay Chronicle, August 5, 1942)
(D)
[Extracts from Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru's speech at the A. I. C. C.
Meeting, August 7, 1942.]
If the British Government were to accept the proposal it
would lead to an improvement of the position both internal and-
international from every point of view. The position of ChinaJ
would be improved. He was convinced that whatever change
might come about in India would be for the better. The
A. I. C. C. knew that Mahatma Gandhi had agreed to retain and
allow the British and armed forces (to be?) stationed in India.
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